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Groundbreaking Ceremonies Held for New Lakeside 
Elementary School and the Wildcat Community Center 

Pictured above are the groundbreaking ceremonies for the new Lakeside Elementary held April 19th and the Wildcat Community Center held May 4th. 
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Letter from the Superintendent: 
Greetings to all of the 
families in the Chisago 
Lakes School District. I 
believe I can safely say 
spring is here… possibly 
a week of it before 
summer’s official start! 
What a “spring” it was! I 
want to thank you all for 
your patience as a rookie 

Superintendent learned “the ropes” when it comes 
to weather calls. 

I am so thankful and proud to be finishing my first 
year in Chisago Lakes and wish to express my 
gratitude to our communities for adding so much 
to our schools. Whether it be attending parent-
teacher conferences, cheering on our students, 
PTO meetings, building project meetings, advisory 
meetings, or Coffees with the Superintendent, your 
participation in our schools is what makes them 
great; we are truly better together. 

With road restrictions lifted and frost out of the 
ground, our building projects are finally underway. 
You will see activity on Karmel Avenue in Chisago 
City as our new Lakeside Elementary begins to take 
shape. At the high school facility, activity for our 
new Community Center will ramp up after our last 
day of school on Wednesday, June 6th.  Additionally 
this summer, we will be doing work on our front 
entries at the Primary School and Taylors Falls, as 
well as addressing safety needs on the third floor 
of the Middle School. These are exciting times for 
our schools and throughout the construction we 
will continue to express our appreciation for our 
communities that support our schools so well! If 
you would like to follow the progress of our projects, 
we will be providing updates on our website on 
our construction tab: https://www.isd2144.org/ 
Page/1537. 

As we wrap up another school year, we will be 
saying goodbye to some of our school district 
staff.  Some have been serving our community for 
their entire careers and others a shorter stint; but 
nonetheless, they are a part of our “family” and they 
will be greatly missed.  On Monday, June 4th, we 
will proudly watch 250 Wildcat Seniors walk across 

the Commencement stage to receive their High 
School Diplomas. Thirteen years of hard work will 
be on full display as parents and family members 
will, no doubt, be beaming from ear to ear.  So will 
we. Congratulations Class of 2018! 

Finally, with summer and the opportunity for 
expanded exploration of the area, please support our 
local businesses. 

Sincerely, 

Dean A. Jennissen 
Superintendent 

Tennis Courts: 
Continuing progress 

The work is continuing on the new tennis 
courts, located at Chisago Lakes Middle 
School, including complete asphalt, lining 
of courts, and lighting. The courts should be 
playable by July 16, 2018. The final resurface 
will be laid in the spring of 2019. 
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Former District Ofce Remodeled for CLEC Program 

The Chisago Lakes Education Center (CLEC) is home to two K-12 programs serving the districts of 
Chisago Lakes, North Branch, and Rush City.  Students attending our programs receive special education 
services and demonstrate significant needs that require a specialized placement outside the traditional 
school building. 

The SOAR program, which stands for “Skill-building Opportunities for Academic Resiliency,” is designed 
to support students who demonstrate significant communication and behavioral needs. SOAR increases 
students’ independence and skills in the areas of functional communication and self-regulation. The 
Pathway to Change (PTC) program is designed for students who demonstrate significant behavioral needs. 
PTC builds students’ fluency in a complex repertoire of social and emotional skills and their capacity to 
generalize these skills across settings. 

While our current facility allows for no separation between the SOAR and PTC programs, the new CLEC 
building will allow the programs to function in separate wings. Within the SOAR wing, an increased 
number of small spaces will provide students with greater access to controlled sensory environments. 
In the PTC wing, our new learning spaces are thoughtfully configured to support efficient instructional 
delivery.  Building materials for both programs have been carefully selected to reduce barriers to success 
when supporting students who are behaviorally or emotionally dysregulated. 

Framing for new classrooms and office spaces. New office space. 

Work being completed on exterior of building. Tile work for bathroom. 
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2018 Students of Excellence 

Carmen Backes, Jessica Bartz, Madison Douglas, Rachel Erickson, and Jacob Schreier were 2018 Students of 
Excellence winners. Pictured along with CLHS Principal Dave Ertl and counselor Amy Malloy. 

Life is Better Looked at Through a Windshield, Not the Rearview Mirror 

Brent Stromme, keynote speaker at the Students of Excellence Recognition event, instructed students to 
be themselves and look forward. “Think of how big a windshield is compared to the size of the rearview 
mirror. Use that image as you think about your future,” he stated. The 2018 Students of Excellence 
Recognition event was held on Wednesday, April 25, at the River’s Edge Convention Center in St. Cloud. 

The evening honors the top 148 high school seniors from 37 high schools in the Resource Training & 
Solution’s region. Criteria for selection to attend the event is at the discretion of each school, but based upon 
Resource’s recommended guidelines. The honorees are nominated by their school or district and receive 
a plaque recognizing their accomplishments; they also receive a certificate from Minnesota Governor, 
Mark Dayton. Over the past 31 years, Resource has hosted the Students of Excellence Recognition event 
and has recognized a total of 4,690 high school seniors. 

A crowd of just under 600 gathered in the foyer at the convention center and waited for the banquet hall 
doors to open. Students, parents, and educators greeted one another and visited about spring activities, 
upcoming graduations, and college plans. The atmosphere was filled with warmth, laughter, and pride. 

Mark Schmitz, executive director of Resource Training & Solutions, welcomed everyone and congratulated 
the seniors. He told them about something he learned when visiting a school in Houston, Texas: “The 
demographics of this school in Texas would indicate that the students should not do well in school or even 
graduate. However, the students did do well and graduation rates far exceeded their expected results” said 
Schmitz. “What happened at this school, which allowed these students to exceed where normally they 
should have failed? There were three words that transcended the culture of every adult and student. These 
three words where visible wherever you went throughout the school. They were the three Ds: Discipline, 
Dedication, and Desire.” He added: “My advice to you is simply do not lose your desire to be great and 
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continue to have the discipline and dedication to follow through with your dreams and aspirations.” 

By reflecting on his own mistakes and successes, keynote speaker, Brent Stromme, identified four points 
to remember as students head into their next adventures: 

� Be yourself – don’t change who you are just because you think you will please others 
� Be determined – keep a plan and move forward 
� Be content, but not satisfied – don’t get fancy with your life but rather concentrate on what really 

matters … what’s in your heart 
� Be unrealistic – dream your dreams, try new adventures 

Andy Almos, East Central School District, congratulated the seniors and gave a word or two of advice to 
the honorees. “This evening is a recognition of your accomplishments, but I want to encourage you to tell 
your parents and teachers, ‘Thanks.’” 

Ken Anderson, Board of Directors Chair for Resource Training & Solutions, offered congratulations from 
the Resource board of directors, and conferred the award to the students. 

In parting, Stromme challenged students to look out the windshield and find what is important to them. 
He told them not to clutter their life with useless items and to learn from past experiences, but not to spend 
time looking in the rear view mirror of their lives. 

The Students of Excellence Recognition event is sponsored by the participating school districts and 
Resource Training & Solutions. 

CHISAGO LAKES AREA SCHOOLS 
2018 WALL OF FAME Inductee 

Kathy Skelly 
For over 36 years, Kathy Skelly was an innovator for teaching and coaching in the 
Chisago Lakes School District. Kathy is being inducted for her undying dedication to 
the students and student athletes of Chisago Lakes Schools. Kathy was a pioneer and 
champion for women’s sports throughout her numerous capacities at Chisago Lakes. 

Kathy Skelly was born in Minneapolis and graduated from Patrick Henry High School 
where she participated in multiple sports and activities. She received her degree from 
Mankato State University and played volleyball, basketball and tennis for MSU. 

Kathy began her teaching career in outstate Minnesota for a handful of years and joined the Chisago 
Lakes District in 1979. While at Chisago, Kathy’s coaching career included 19 years as the head softball 
coach, eight years as the head volleyball coach and many years coaching basketball and track at several 
levels. She coached over 30 years of her 36 years in Chisago Lakes. Throughout her tenure as the head 
softball coach, she secured over 160 career victories, was President of the MSHSL Softball Coaches 
Association, named Section coach of the year in 1991, coached the All Star team in 1994 and lead her 
team to three Conference Championships. 

Besides teaching and coaching, Kathy worked as an official and worked numerous sporting events for 
the athletic department. While teaching at the high school she served on numerous committees and was 
very involved in the teacher’s union, where she served as treasurer for 25 years. 

Throughout her tenure in Chisago Lakes, Kathy was dedicated to the athletes she worked with and was 
known as a tough coach who was always fair and continued to raise the expectations for student athletes. 
Kathy’s passion for sports and activities is undeniable and is evident in her relationships with student 
athletes. 
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Chisago Lakes Bids Fond Farewell To: 

Band teacher Dave Hoehl is retiring from Chisago 
Lakes Middle School. Hoehl has been a teacher at 
CL for 31 years, both at the high school and middle 
school. He has introduced the playing of an instrument 
to thousands of kids in the community. 

When asked about his teaching career, Hoehl 
stated, “What I’ve enjoyed most is when a band 
comes together and produces an incredible musical 
experience; the achievements of performing in the 
Orange Bowl, Gator Bowl, Hawaii, and other major 
musical events; when a student moves beyond my 

musical expectations; and the friendships of staff members, past and present.” 

Dave Hoehl has plenty of plans to keep him busy in retirement, including spending more time with family and 
playing lots of golf (especially in the fall). He is also looking forward to working on some home improvement 
projects, experiencing his Vette, and living a much slower pace of life. 

Finally, Hoehl expressed gratitude for the Chisago Lakes School District that employed him for the past 31 years. 
He said of his experience, “I have been blessed working at the [district] and will miss the Chisago family. I wish 
you the best for the future.” The same can be said for you, Mr. Hoehl. We wish you all the best. 

Lakeside Elementary is saying goodbye to 4th grade 
teacher Tom Krenz. Mr. Krenz has been a fixture at 
Lakeside for his 33 years - always in the same room 
at the end of the hallway with a group of 4th graders. 
Many things in education have changed in over 30 
years, but Tom Krenz’s commitment to the kids of 
Chisago Lakes has not. 

When asked to reflect on his career, Krenz said, “I have 
been a Chisago Lakes school teacher for 33 years, and 
more importantly, a member of the Lakeside family. 
In my tenure I have been the recipient of classrooms 
with wonderful children eager to learn, supportive 

and caring parents, two extraordinary principals with visionary leadership, and a school board always striving 
for excellence.” 

Krenz spent his 33 years at Lakeside building relationships with students and staff, always quick with a word of 
encouragement or a witty remark. He would credit Henry Thoreau, whose words: “If one advances confidently 
in the direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he will meet with a success 
unexpected in common hours” has been an inspiration since early in Tom’s teaching career. Krenz says of the 
quote, “It was with this intent I worked steadfastly my entire career. And, with humble reflection, it has been 
worth every precious moment.” Lakeside will not be the same without you. We wish you all the best! 

An open letter to our Dad, Ken Orwoll: 

It is finally here! After 41 years of a profession in education, your retirement has finally arrived.  FORTY-ONE 
YEARS! How do we begin to say congratulations and pay tribute to such a career? Let’s give it a try…. 

We weren’t there to see it ourselves, but we have been told that way back in the fall of 1977, a much younger 
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version of you climbed into your Dodge Dart, 
popped in a Bee Gees 8-track, and drove to your 
first day of teaching at Brainerd High School. 
With Stayin’ Alive still playing in your head and 
with the swagger of John Travolta in Saturday 
Night Fever, you strolled into your classroom to 
begin a long and successful career in education. 
After one year at Brainerd, you then accepted 
a job teaching mathematics at what was then 
Chisago Lakes Junior High, and the greater 
Chisago community has been lucky to have your 
influence ever since. 

After moving to the High School following six years at the Junior High, the district received a small handful of 
Apple II’s, their very first personal computers. The only problem was nobody was set to look after them! Never 
shy to learn something new you volunteered to be their caretaker.  Little did you know what this would lead 
to! The computers multiplied. The number of courses and students using them grew. The floppy disks needed 
copying. It was so much fun that quickly your career shifted to part time teaching and part time technology! 

We’ve heard multiple stories of how you would load up Macintosh Classics in the back of your truck and bring 
them to the elementary schools so more students could use them.  Just recently you told us how exciting it was to 
get the first computer lab at Lakeside, and even this many years later, you had the same excitement in your eyes 
as the 3rd graders did learning addition and subtraction by playing Number Munchers. 

Technology continued to be a passion and your love for sharing it with students and staff led to a full-time 
technology coordinator role. Looking back, it was this passion that undoubtedly influenced our own careers. 
You were always there to encourage us to do what we wanted to do, and while the three of us have very different 
jobs, we all followed in your math and computer footsteps! 

But enough about how you and Mom raised three great kids.  :) While watching you work throughout the years, 
there was one thing that stood out the most. Every decision you made was done with one question in mind, what 
is best for the students? Whether it was spearheading a technology integrationist role, volunteering to teach the 
classes nobody else wanted, or buying lunch for a student that wasn’t eating. You even helped launch L.A.R.A. 
soccer to give kids more opportunities despite being the varsity cross country and track coach! 

Speaking of sports, all three of us had the opportunity to be an athlete on one of your teams.  Although it felt 
weird to call you “Coach” instead of “Dad”, we were there for parts of the 37 years that you coached cross 
country and track (as well as shorter stints in various other sports). Although biased, we were your biggest 
supporters when you were awarded multiple section coach-of-the-year awards in both cross country and track, 
and took many athletes to the state tournament. 

You brought so much love for the sport and energy to practice every day.  Everyone whoever played on one 
of your teams will always look back and remember your upbeat attitude, your smile, and how you made even 
the hardest workouts fun. You pushed everyone to do their best, achieve their goals, and picked them up with 
supporting words when they fell short. We can’t count the number of times we have run into former athletes and 
heard how you impacted their lives. 

After forty years of service to Chisago Lakes School District and forty-one years in the field of education, 
congratulations on your retirement, Dad! While we often joked that you would work forever, you have more 
than earned the freedom of retirement! We are proud that you plan to spend time volunteering in the schools to 
continue helping students. We also can’t wait to share and hear about all the fun you’ll have traveling, camping 
in the BWCAW, hunting, fishing, and most importantly playing with your two grandchildren at the family cabin 
just miles from the Brainerd school where it all started. 

Congrats! 

Ryan, Erik, and Kara 
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Mississippi 8 Conference Art Show 
Congratulations to the nine students who entered the Mississippi 8 Conference Art Show! The art show had 
great results. 

All Conference Excellent rating All Conference Superior rating 
Iris Redland for two different entries Carmen Backes Samantha Nystrom 
Katherine Peterson Alix Hansen Nathan Hedrick 
Regan Triplet Jessica Bartz Shane Kargel 

Section 7AA Excellent Awards Section 7AA Superior Awards 
Katherine Peterson Alix Hansen Iris Redland twice for two different entries 
Regan Triplett Jessica Bartz Carmen Backes 

Carmen Backes won judges choice for Best in Show and the “spotlight artist,” which is the same as making it to 
state for visual arts. In addition, all of our CLHS Conference Art students had a cumulative GPA of 3.8, which 
means they all also earned Academic All Conference!  Congratulations Wildcats! 

Row one: Iris Redland, Iris Redland, Katherine Peterson, and Alix Hansen 
Row two: Shane Kargel, Jessica Bartz, and Regan Triplett 
Row three: Samantha Nystrom, Nathan Hedrick, and Carmen Backes 
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